Welcome to 

Mrs. Yount’s Class

Here is some important information about our classroom that I would like to share before your child’s first day of Kindergarten!
Kindergarten Folders

I will provide each child with a Kindergarten folder.  This folder will be very important in keeping the lines of communication open between home and school.  The children need to carry the folder to and from school everyday.  This will help the children to learn responsibility and it will also help each child to realize that his or her parents and teacher are working together towards their education.

The folder will be used to hold notes, permission slips, information about school activities, daily behavior reports, your child’s work and correspondence between the home and the school.  When your child brings money for buying milk for their packed lunch or for book orders throughout the year, PLEASE put it in an envelope with your child’s name written on it. 

I will check the folders every morning when your child arrives at school and I will send them home each afternoon.  I need you to look in your child’s folder each day when they come home from school and remember to put it back in their book bag to return it the next day.  This folder will help to keep the lines of communication open and it will help things run smoothly throughout the school year. 
Book Bags/Backpacks

Please have your child carry a book bag or backpack to school to help your child carry folders, notes, projects, and books to and from school each day. Your child’s book bag or backpack should be big enough to hold a pocket folder and/or library books. Please check your child’s book bag or backpack daily to avoid bringing unwanted items to school (phones, tablets, toys that are not permitted at school).   
Bus Tags
Your child will be bringing home a bus tag on the first day of school.  This tag will have their name, address and the bus number going home written on it.  Please make sure that all of the information on it is correct.  It is very important for your child to bring this bus tag to school each day for the first four weeks of school.  This will give the children time to become familiar with their bus and the bus driver. 
Snack
The kindergarten team would like to implement a Kindergarten Snack during the day.  We are asking for your help!  In order for students to “refuel”, we are asking you to send a healthy, pre-packaged, store-bought snack with your child to eat during “snack time”.  If you would like to donate snacks for students who may forget to bring a snack, it would be greatly appreciated!
Birthdays

Birthdays are very special days in Kindergarten.  Students may bring in a snack and a drink to share with his or her classmates on this special day.  Please contact me a few days prior to bringing in the treat so that I can plan an appropriate amount of time for this activity.  Also, birthday party invitations should not be distributed at school unless the entire class is invited. Thank you!
Attendance and Students Absences
Please make every effort to have your child at school everyday. Regular school attendance is essential for your child to make the most of his/her education.  If your child is absent, you must send a note to the school when he/she returns.  Please include your child’s name, teacher’s name, date of absence, and the reason for the absence.  If your child has been ill and has been seen at your child’s doctor’s office, please remember to get a doctor’s excuse for the visit and your child’s absence from school.  It is always wise to get a doctor’s excuse when your child has missed school due to an illness or doctor’s appointment.
Arrival and Dismissal Procedures

Students arriving to school between 8:20 and 8:35 will be directed by the staff member on duty at the door to the multi-purpose room for breakfast, or will be guided to appropriate spot to wait for their teacher to pick them up and take them to the classroom.  If you child arrives to school after 8:35, he/she should report directly to their classroom.  Dismissal for Kindergarten bus students begins at 3:35. Walkers will be dismissed out of the side door by the parking lot.  Students riding the buses will be called down to the front hallway and line up to board their bus.
Volunteers
During the year, I encourage parents to be actively involved in your child’s education.  I realize that each of you have very busy schedules, but you may have some free time during the school year when you are available to help.  Please join us for classroom activities, class parties, on a field trip, attending special events, or helping with school-wide activities. 

If you are interested in volunteering, you will need to submit the appropriate clearances that will be kept on file in the office.  I have included the process of how to receive your clearances in your child’s folder for your convenience.  We look forward to seeing you and having you spend some valuable time with the kindergarten children.  
